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The cattle population in December 1988 
Figures down again (perhaps for the last time?) 
In December 1988 the European cattle population fell again by 1.5%. As the 
graph on the last page shows, the population, at approximately 78.3 million 
head, is the lowest recorded in Community statistics since 1972 (figures 
before this date are not necessarily comparable, as harmonisation was first 
launched then). 
However this is not a universal trend: Belgium, Ireland, the Netherlands 
and the United Kingdom, where the population was still falling in the 
middle of 1988, recorded a slight upturn for the first time in a long 
while. The upward trend in Portugal recorded in June 1988 continued. 
The turnaround just starting is the result of a much improved situation in 
the market for beef and veal: a drop in slaughtering figures and a 
reduction of stocks caused prices to rise from the beginning of 1988. In 
one year the prices of adult beef carcasses have increased by approximately 
10% and veal by almost 20%. 
The effects of further reductions in milk production decided in December 
1986 and covering the years 1987/88 and 1988/89 are tangible: the number of 
dairy cows fell once again in all countries (except Portugal) and is -2.7X 
for EUR 12. 
The category of "other cows" continued to grow: in all countries except 
France the population was on the increase, sometimes at an extraordinary 
rate (up to + 27% in Ireland). The fact that the situation has not yet 
picked up in France, which holds almost half of this category, has kept the 
rise for EUR 12 down to a mere 3.6%. 
Despite the considerable reduction in the numbers of dairy cows recorded 
since 1984, they still represent 76% of the total nueber of cows. This is 
why the fall recorded in the dairy cow population has a predominant effect 
on the total number of cows, which dropped once more by 420 000 (-1.3X). 
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The table below depicts the trends in the three categojries for EUR 10 
since December 1983 (the last year before the dairy quotas, when cattle 
populations hit their peak). The total population has gone down by 
7.8 million head (-9.8%). The largest milk producers were hit hardest, 
Denmark losing over a fifth of its population, and the Netherlands and 
France almost a seventh. The percentage fall in the dairy population 
(-15.5%) tallies roughly with the increase in "other cows" (+11.8%). 
Overall the number of cows in Europe (EUR 10) has fallen by 3.4 million 
head or 10.6% in five years. 
Cattle population: development between December 1983 and 1988 







































































































































Hardly surprisingly, the drop in the total population is felt in almost all 
categories of animals, but there are exceptions which deserve a mention: 
apart from the "other cows" category which is dealt with above, these are 
heifers of two years and over (+ 0.9%) and animals less than a year old not 
for slaughter as veal (no change). These two exceptions may well herald an 
increase in the breeding population in the near future. 
Production in 1989 
With a population which is still on the decline and in the throes of 
restructuring, the fall in production is expected to continue this year. 
Results for 1988 - in many cases still provisional - reveal a drop in 
supply of 7.2% for adult cattle, mainly due to the figures for heifers 
(-12.3%) and cows (-12%). The production of male cattle (gross indigenous 
production = slaughterings + exports - imports of live animals) decreased 
only very slightly compared with 1987 (-1.6%), whilst the figure for calves 
fell by over 11%. 
The drop in supply in 1989 ought, however, to be on a smaller scale, 
estimated by national experts at below 2% for adult cattle and a little 
less than 6% for calves. 
It should be borne in mind that the forecasts in the tables following are 
expressed in thousands of head. Supply, expressed in tonnes, depends on the 
average weight of animals for slaughter. In several Member States the 
carcass weight in 1988 went up for various reasons. It is, however, 
difficult to determine whether this trend will continue in 1989 as the 
price increase, which would normally last all year, might cause some 
breeders to change their minds about the best time for slaughtering. 
N.B. In the population tables the 1987 figures for Greece have been 
repeated for 1988 as no information was available within the time limits. 
BOVINE LIVESTOCK IN DECEMBER 
1000 HEAD 
RINDERBESTAND IN DEZEMBER 
1000 STUECK 
EFFECTIFS BOVINS EN DECEMBRE 
1000 TETES 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































WEIBLICHE SCHLACHTTIERE VON 1 JAHR BIS UNTER 2 























































































































































































































































BOVINE LIVESTOCK IN DECEMBER 
1000 HEAD 
RINDERBESTAND IN DEZEMBER 
1000 STUECK 
EFFECTIFS BOVINS EN DECEMBRE 
1000 TETES 
EUR 10 EUR 12 DK GR IRL NL UK 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION OF CATTLE 
1000 HEAD 
PRODUCTION INDIGENE BRUTE DE BOVINS 
1000 TETES 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BULLS AND BULLOCKS 
1-6 4325* 4902* 
7-12 5246* 5857* 
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GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION OF CATTLE 
1000 HEAD 
PRODUCTION INDIGENE BRUTE DE BOVINS 
1000 TETES 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Total catt le — December 
Mio heads - EUR9. EUR10, EUR12 
- 1 — 
65 
τ — ι — i — ι — ι — ι — ι — ; — Γ 
70 
τ — ι — Γ ~ ι—Γ 
80 




Π EUR9 + EUR10 O EUR12 
Cow numbers — December 
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